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the Roman world under the Caesars and the French
people in the days of the last-named monarch is indeed
less perfect that those who dilate upon it fancy. That
equalizing despotism which was a good to a medley of
tribes, the force of whose national life had spent itself
and left them languid, yet restless, with all the evils of
isolation and none of its advantages, was not necessarily
a good to a country then the strongest and most united
in Europe, a country where the administration is only
too perfect, and the pressure of social uniformity only too
strong. But whether it be a good or an evil, no one can
doubt that there is a sense in which France represents,
and has always represented, the imperialist spirit of Rome
more truly than those whom the Middle Ages recog-
nized as the legitimate heirs of her name and dominion.
Like her, the French people have a deep-rooted belief
that to them it naturally belongs to lead the world
and control the policy of neighbouring states: like
her, they regard war not as a sometimes necessary
evil, but as a thing to be enjoyed for its own sake,
a noble, perhaps the noblest employment of human force
and genius. And in their political character, whether it
be the result of the five centuries of Roman rule in Gaul,
or rather due to the original instincts of the Gallic race,
there may be found a claim, better founded than any
which Napoleon put forward, to be the Romans f of the
modern world. The tendency of the Teuton was and is
to the independence of the individual life, to the mutual
repulsion, if the phrase may be permitted, of the social
atoms, as contrasted with Keltic and so-called Romanic
peoples, among which the unit is more completely ab-
f Meaning thereby not the citi- but the Italo- Hellenic subjects of the
zens of Rome in her republican days, Roman Empire.
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